24	MODERN   EDUCATION
of the leading names in the history of philosophic thought are
also leading names in the history of educational thought—
Plato, Aristotle, Locke, Kant, Herbart, Herbert Spencer, and
many others.
We must not, indeed, be afraid to admit that the search for
a definition of the aim of education is essentially a philosophic
quest. Philosophy is an unceasing effort to discern the general
truths that lie behind the particular facts, to discern also the
reality that lies behind appearances. Philosophy is conversant,
too, with judgments of value as distinguished from judgments
of fact; and the attempt to find the true aim or aims of educa-
tion is an exercise in judgments of value. It is partly for this
reason that education can never be defined by the psychologist
as such. When a psychologist undertakes to define education,
he may produce a very good definition, but in that case he must
have become something besides a psychologist,
The dangers Shall we do well, then, to marshal some of the
of definition definitions of education that have been proposed,
and try to find reasons for preferring one to all
the others, or perhaps even advance the claims of a new one?
Before taking such a step, we may profitably remind ourselves
of the increasing tendency in modern thought to distrust clean-
cut definitions. Even in the physical and mathematical sciences
this tendency is observable, much more so in philosophy,
religion, politics, psychology, and the sciences of human
nature generally. A contemporary thinker implores his readers
"to resist the vice of collecting 'definitions* of this, that, and
the other, as if anyone but a fool imagined that he could com-
press a thing like art, or religion, or science into an epigram
which could be lifted from its context, and, so lifted, continue
to make sense." "Giving and collecting definitions," he con-
tinues, "is not philosophy, but a parlour game/'1 These are
strong words, but hardly too strong to characterize the attempt
1 R, G. Coilingwood, Speculum Mentis, p. 111.

